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REASONS FOR A 
generall Aſſemblie, 


OD by the light of Nature informing all per- 
( {ones and ſocieties to ſtudie their owne pre» 

ſervation, teacherh alſo the particular kirkes 
of a nation, as the members of one bodie, to draw 
together into a conſociation, or repreſentative meet» 
ing, for the preſervation of the whole, which cannot 
be ſufficiently procured by the particular care of Seſ- 
ſions, Presbyterics and Synods; they being but parts 
thereof, and no more independent and abſolute in 
themſelves, then particular corporations civile are in 
reſpe& of the whole kingdome : So that by Natures 
lighe , the Parliament is not more neceſlarie for the 
eſtatcs ofa kingdome, then is a nationall Aſſcmblie for 
the particular kirks of a kingdome, 

The Son of God, the King and Head of his Kirk, 
hath gratiouſly promiſed, where two or three are ga- 
thered together in His Name, there Hee will bee a- 
moneſt rhe mids of themz which doethals well prove 
the Divine originatl of nationall Aſſemblics to be keeped 
in thejcaſe of the urgent neceſſitic of the Kirk , as of 
other inferior meetings of the Rik : And therefore the 
Councels of old uſcd rhis for their wartand, and the 
Fathers being coavecned in Councells, uſcdto pray for 
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relen e of Chriſt upon this grouud 
of his grarious promiſe. - 
The holy Ghoſt filling the hearts of the Apoſtles, 


moved them to conyeene in a councell at Jeru'alen 
AZ: 15, Whether alſo did reſort the Apoltle Taul, 
by reveſqrion ar'the-ſame time, G2/; 2. 1. For keeping 
that Aſſermblie, as both ancicnt and moderne Divines 
obſerve upon that place, for which cauſe, and for the 
aſſiſtance of the Spirit which broug!:t than together , 
they. were contidenc to give our their determination in 
this manner: Ic ſeemed good ro the holy Gholt, & to us. 
The Chriſtian kirk directed by ch: light of nacure, 
confident of the promiſc ot Chriſt » and warranted 
by the divine practiſe of the Apoſtles. hath in all ages, 
even when ſhee was perſecute by the powers ot the 
world, uſed this as the orduiarie and neclary mcane 
for uniforme cſtabl;ſhing of Rcligion and Piety , for 
cenſuring of H.reſie, and for removing of icandals,and 
ſuch other cvils as by Divine providence and predicti- 
on mult be, and would ccrtainely bring civition, and de- 
folation upon the kirk, it by this powerfull rcmeady 
they were not cured and prevented, Buth Popiſh and 
reformed Divines agrce in this truth: That althongh 
God by his omnipotencic, or by way of miracle may 
preſerve his Kitk on earth without Aſſembles, yet in 
the ordinary providence of God, Aſſemblies are neceſla- 
ry forthe right governing and well being of the Kirk, 
Acording to this Divine right the Kirk of Scotland 
keeped her generall Aſſemblies with great evidence of 
the preſence and bleſſing of God from heaven ; For 
while they continued in their ſtrength ( far contrary 


that whuch we hayc ſcene of. late ) the dotrine was 
by they 
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by them preſerved againſt error and hereſie, the worſhip 
was keeped pure againſt ſuperſtition ard idolatiic the 
Diſcipline was holdenin integritie againſt confuſion and 
tyrannic; unitic & peace was cntertauicd againſt ſchitme 
and diviſion; piety and learning were advanced againſt 
prof..niticandidlenefſe, every manhad his gite ſtirred up 
and increaſed, every gift was made ule of as it might 
ſerve forthe good of che kirk;3nd all went from theſe al: \ 
ſemblies with freſh reſolutions, ang fervent zeale for the 
worke of God in their particular places. 
Th<libercieot this kuk for holding aſlemblics was al- 
ſo acknowledged, and ratified by acts of Parliament, ag 
is manifeſt by the letter ſent from the Aſſemblies ro the 
Earle of Morton than Regent, in March 1573, And by 
the at of Parliament inthe year 1592, For luch nccel. 
ſary caules 3s are expreſt inthele a&s, which being ne- 
glected,religion could nor be preſerved. King James as at 
diverſe other times,ſo by his Commilſsioners at Li! hgow, 
inthe year 1606. did acknowledge that the keeping of 
generall aſſemblies was the moſt neceſlary meane for 
preſervation of piery and union, and for exterminati- 
on of herefie and {chiſme , and therefore willed that 
the a of Parliament for conveening the generall AC 
ſemblic once inthe year ſhould {tind in force. The pre- 
Jars them(clves intheir afſemblic ar Gla/gw 1610. ex- 
preſly acknowledged ,- that the neceſ+1cie of the Kirk 
did require yearly generall Afſemblics, and the a& 
of thar aſſemblie did ſuppoſe and import the ſame xr 
for by the AR they were made lyable to thecens 
fure of the generall Aﬀemblic in their life, office, and 
benefice in general , and in ſome particulars ſpecified 
therein, asthat of che procelle of excommunication. Rs. 
4. T 
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The cauſes noted by Divines for the utilitie and ne- 
ccfiitie of Councels are many, As 1. For ſupprefling 
herefie & controverſies abour points of doctrine: 2. For | 
redreffing abuſes and enormitics : 3. For appointing , 
reſtoring, or preſerving the Diſcipline of the Kirk: 
4. For the peace of the Kirk and for unitie : 5. For 
the mutuall comfort and benefire which the Godly 
may finde in their meetings, by ftirring up, and ac- 
quainting one another with the ſtate of their particular 
kirks: 6.” For the confirmation of doubting mindes in 
the tructh : 7. For keeping faithfull Paſtors in their 
places , thruſt out by their adverſarics , perturbers of 
the Kirk: 8. Forpuniſhing of hererickes, or ſuch as in- 
troduce novations in the Kirk. Any one of thoſe may 
bee a ſufficicat cauſe of convecning a generall aſſem- 
bly : Bur at this rime not one or two, but all of them 
in a concurſe may be heard, crying for ſo neceſſarie 
a remeadie: For 1. The doGtrine 1s corrupted by Ar- 
winianiſme and Popiſherrors. 2+ Abulcs and enormi- 
ties through the governement of prelates are multiplied: 
3. The Diſcipline of this Kirk eſtabliſhed, by the acts 
of alſemblics and by folemne oath , is not only per- 
verted, but overturned : 4, Peace and unitie in the 
Kirk is turned into ſchiſme and diviſion, by the adver- 
farics, who have minded nothing but their worldly 
peaces and increaſe of their dignities : 5, Brethren of 
the Miniſteric are become ſtrangers one ro another, 
their mindes filled with ſuſpitions » and none of them 
bettered by another , more then if they were Mini- 
ſters, in ſundrie kingdomes : 6. Many of che people 
have for a long time doubted of their religion, not 


þnowing what hand to gurac to, when they ood 
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fach diverfitie of opinions amongſt Paſtors. 7, Faith- 
full Paſtors have beene thurſt our of their Miniſterie 
through uſurpation ot the preJats and their adherents, 
who take the greater libertie, and boldneſle to ſmite 
their Fellow-fcrvagts, that there bee no generall AC- 
ſemblics to controulc or cenſure them: 8. <Armint- 
&* and popiſh teachers both in Kirks, and {chools 
are rather rewarded and preferred , then cenſured and 
controlled : And therefore except Wee will ſuffer re- 
ligion to expire, and the Kirk of Chriſt to periſh by 
conſumption or by combuſtion , Wee mult reſolve 
upon the neceſsitic of generall Aſſemblics. 


Objections anſwered, 


TH F name of the Kirk belonges to the prelates , and the 
meeting of Our prelats for matters of religion i the 
repreſentative Kirk of this kingdome, 
The po cannot bee our repreſentative Kirke-: 
2, Becauſe they are not office- bearers of this Kirke , 
which fince the time that the office of biſhops was 
aboliſhed , hath never to this day acknowledged an 
ſuch otfice, as is now exerced by them, 2. Ahtoagh 
the office of our prelats had beene receaved by this 
Kirk, yet can they not be eſteemed the Kirk repre- 
ſeneative, ſince both in the Apoſtolick councell, 4s 


'u5+ and in many other councels afterward, Pres byrers 


had their voces, and the ſpirits of the Prophets muſt 


be ſubjeRto all ſuch asby gifts andcalling are prophers- 
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3+ Becanſe they haveno more warrand by the lawes 
of the countrecy and ARs of the Kirk to repreſent the 
Kirk, then ſome few citizens, turning robbers, have 
to repreſent the corporation- of the city , or (ome 
ſmall fi&tion ryling in a kingdome againſt the funda- 
mentall lawes, to repreſent the whole kingdome, or 
an impoſtume growing on the bodie , and making it 
diſcaſcd and monſtrous to repreſent the bodic: 4, Ir 
is manifeſt by the acts of Parliament and Aſſemblies, 

thar this kirk and kingdome never acknowledged any 
other kirk repreſentative fince the reformation , but 
the gencra!l Aſſemblie orderly conſtitute of Commiſe 
fionars, choſen and delegate for that eff:& 2. The 
Scrvice book, and new Canons repreſent to all men , 
what concluſions wee may looke for from the pre. 
latcs, if they were acknowledged to bee the kirk re. 
preſcntatives And Wee may lately ſay of them, if 
they were the kirk repreſentative, what is by all our 
D:vines affirmed of the Romane reprelentative kik , 
made up of the members of the Romane hicrarchie , 
that ir cannot be rhe true kirk, 

Where the Clriſlian kirk /iveth under an unchriſ{ian 
eAMagiſtrate » Aſſemblies of the Kir; muſt b e keeped , 
( according to the cuſtome of the Kirk for many yeares ) 
without the conſint of the eMagitrate : But where the 
Kirke liveth under a Chriſtian Magiſtrate , ſo that the 
kirke and Commonnealth make but one corporation : the 
Aſfeemblirs of the kirk muſt depend upon the indittion of 
the Trince or cMagitrate, who # the head of the repu- 
blick, and the principall member of the Kirk. | 

Wee humblie acknowledge that the ſupreme Ma- 
giſtrate bath powes $0 indict che Allemblies Nr 


a general aſſemblie. 
kirk, and when in his wiſedome he thinketh it conve. 
aicnt, he may by his authoritie conyecne aſſemblicg 
of all ſorts , whether generall, provinciall, presbytries, 
or kirk Seffons : But the queſtion is, whether he may 
rohibite or impede them, when the neceſſities of the 
Kirk evidently call for them, 2. No man will thinke 
that a republick, becoming a Chriſtian Kirk, ſhould 
loſſe any of her civile liberties , why then ſhall a kirk 
being in her ſelfe a our republicke, although of a- 
nother kinde, becauſe ſhee now lives under a Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate, lofſe her priviledges , or ſuffer diminution 
in her Chriſtianliberty, whereof the holding of aſſem- 
blics is a aeceſſary part: 3. When the. Chriſtian Ma- 
 Biſtrare either forbidderh, or in che urgent neceſſity 
of the Kirk forbeareth to conveene Allemblies; in 
this point the Kirk isleft to her own liberrie, and muſt 
Provide for her own ſafetie. 4. The great wiſc@ome 
of Icſus Chriſt, the King of the Kirk, hath provided 
ſufficient ſupplics for all her neceſsities, and firting re- 
medies for all her evils, of which there be many that 
cannot bee helped without generall Aſſemblies ; and 
therefore, not only the Chriſtian Prince, but che pa- 
ſors of the Kirk, eſpecially when the indition cannot 
be obrained of the P rince,are bound as they will anſwer 
to Chriſt to proyide that the Eccleliaſticke republick 
receave nodetriment,and to eſteeme the ſafetic of the 
Kirk to be che ſupremelaw. 


—_—_ the libertie of the Kirk, for bolding aſſent lies 
wee in the year at leaſt, and oftener pro re nara, be ratified 
inthe Parliament 1592. yet the af of Parliament 1612. 
eAxowlcageth rhe indifion of the gen:rall aſſemblies to 
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pertaine to bis Majcity by the prerogative of his royall 

crowne, and therefore abrogates the former ai, 

4rſ; God forbid thatany man ſhould be ſo impious, asto 
thinke that his Majcſtics royall prerogative dorh con. 
taine or import any thing contrarie to the royall pre- 
rogative of Chriſt , by whom Kings rcigne, or tothe 
liberties granted ro the Chriſtian Kirk, whoſe nurſe 
fathers Kings on earth muſt be, the matcer therefore 
may be cafily ſalved without wrong to the Kings Ma- 
jeſty, or to Icſus Chriſt the King of Kings, and to his 
Kirk by this threefold diſtin&tion. The firſt which is 
uſed in the point of calling Aſſemblies both by Yopith 
and reformed Divines , putteth a difference betweene 
a ſolemne and publicke indiftion, Vis citations as pub. 
lice anthorizations, by way of citation or compulſion 
by authoritie; and berween a voluntarie mecting, Ter 
iam admonitionts ac requiſitions, by way of Chriſti- 
an admoniton or advertifement; the hs is ſo prover 
to the King by his prerogative, that it can neicher be 
given to the Pope, nor toany forraine poyer,nor with- 
out uſurpation canbe claimed by any of his Majcſtics 
Subjects. Mg/es only may blow the trumpet ; The o- 
ther is proper to the Kirk and her othce-bearers, which 
neither is, nor can be taken from her by any Aa of 
Parliament. Secondly we are to diſtinguiſh betwecne 
a cumulative or rather a poſitive power of calling Af- 

| Temblics,and betwcenea privative or deſtruQive powerz 
The former is acknowledged by the Aﬀt of Par- I-7 

: liament to belong to the King, who being Cnztos #4 
triuſque tabule, may, and ought,pro ye z:«ta, call the af- 
ſemblies of the Kirk z but the other cannot be meant 
ta the a&t of Parliament 1612+ x. Becauſe it doeth 
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not confer any new power,bur only declareth quo furs 
his former power of indiQting (whith is only ſetdown in 
the a& 1592.) doth appertaine to him; 2, Becauſe in 
the at 1592. it was tound tiat the Kings power of 
indiRing generall aſlemblies, and that by vertue of his 

rerogative royall, might conliſt wich this native li- 
Hanes of the Church, to appoint the time and place 
of her neceſlare allemblies,, incaſe of the Kings nor 
uſing his prerogative by appointing chem: 4nd rhe 
act of the Kings prerogative was declared ro coptcine 
no derogation to the liberties and priviledges granted by 
God to his Church, whereof the libertic of general! al- 
ſemblics is there acknowledged to be one. 3. Becauſe al- 
though Cujnvcſt nolle, ejus eſt & welle, it is not alwaycs re- 
ciprocall, Cujia e# velle, ejws eſt & nolley,, and 4+ beeauſe 
the at of Gla/zow aſlemblie, whereof the aRtof Parlia- 
ment is ratificatorie, acknowledgerh the neceſitic of 
yearlie generall aflemblics. 

Thirdlie, We muſt obſerve the difference betwixt the 
indictiongor calling of aſſemblics conſidered abſolutelic, 
and in reſpe of the circumſtances of time and place, 
Indie fimplictter, and ſecttudum quid, the aft of Parli- 
ament anteadeth no further but touching the circum- 
ſtancess of the place,as in what town the aſſemblic ſhall 
conveene, and of the time in what Moneth of the year 
and what day of the monerh, as is evident by the at of 
1592. which giveth this libertic of time and place to tht 
aſlemblie, wheg the Kings Majeſtic or his Compyſgo- 
ncr doth not appoint them. 
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